Abstract: China's approach to international law and to many aspects of its foreign policy
places the United Nations in a central role, alongside some (but not all) other core
multilateral institutions. Arguably, its trajectory of engagement with these institutions,
especially within the UN, is now undergoing a historic shift from "engagement" to
"leadership". At the same time, Chinese norm-entrepreneurship faces significant
obstacles resulting from three factors: 1) the fragmentation and dysfunction of some of
these core institutions; 2) geopolitical rivalry and competing, bloc-based agendas; and
3) the existence of alternative normative visions that may have more appeal for some
sectors of the global community regarding key issues related to development, human
rights, non-intervention, and state responsibility. This talk identifies both prospects and
challenges for China's norm entrepreneurship across these areas in the effort to achieve
a balanced perspective. It also draws on historical and current examples to envision
possible futures for a global legal order in which Beijing and other "emerging" powers
may exert a more pervasive influence.
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